Reverse club foot. Rigid and recalcitrant talipes calcaneovalgus.
We describe a congenital deformity of the foot which is characterised by calcaneus at the ankle and valgus at the subtalar joint; spontaneous improvement does not occur and serial casting results in incomplete or impermanent correction of the deformities. Experience with five feet in four children indicates that release of the ligaments and tendons anterior and lateral to the ankle and lateral to the subtalar joint is the minimum surgery necessary; subtalar arthrodesis may be required in addition. The foot deformity described may occur as an isolated condition or in association with multiple congenital anomalies. The possibility of a neurological deficit should always be excluded.